
Are you ready for 3rd grade? 
 
Parents,  
 

The third grade team hopes that you have a wonderful summer spending quality time with your 
child. The following “I can” statements are a few of the things that your child will be learning in third 
grade next year. Let’s set ourselves up for success and start preparing this summer! 
 
We look forward to seeing you in August! 
 

The Third Grade Team 
Math “I can”:  

● I can use my multiplication facts to solve problems using multiplication strategies.  
● I can use the inverse of multiplication to solve problems involving division using division strategies.  
● I can solve multi step word problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.  
● I can determine the elapsed time or “time passed” between one event and the next.  
● I can add and subtract numbers within 100-1,000 using the line it up strategy, number line, or base 

ten blocks.  
● I can subtract across zeros remembering to borrow from the tens, hundreds, or thousands when 

necessary.  
● I can discuss the attributes of shapes and tell how they are similar or different from other 

shapes with specific focus on quadrilaterals and non quadrilaterals.  
● I can measure to the nearest inch, half inch, and quarter inch using a ruler. 
● I can represent fractions using shapes and number lines.  
● I can use the metric and customary measurement systems to estimate the capacity of an 

object. 
● I can create picture graphs, bar graphs, and line plots. I can then use what I know about each 

graph to answer questions related to the data represented in each graph.  
● I can compare 4-5 digit numbers using the symbols <, >, and =.  

 
 
 
 



ELA “I can”:  
● I can answer literal and inferential questions by using what I know about a story and text 

evidence to determine the best response. 
● I can determine the meaning of a metaphor, personification, and idiom and discuss how an author 

uses them to shape the meaning of a story. 
● I can determine whether the author of an informational text is writing to inform me of new 

information, explain how to do something, or describe an object or person so I can visualize it in 
my head. 

● I can understand the main idea of the text by using the key details from the story to support 
my thinking.  

● I can effectively summarize a text by determining the who, what, when, where, and why of the 
story.  

● I can compare and contrast texts on the same topic, idea, or conflict.  
● I can read varied texts including, but not limited to fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 
● I can use proper grammar to write a complete sentence with a subject and verb.  
● I can identify and understand the purpose of the parts of speech. (noun, verb, adjective, etc) 
● I can make connections to a story and relate the story to other stories that I have read 

before.  
● I can determine the author’s perspective on an idea and compare it to my own.  
● I can determine whether a story is written in first or third person using keywords from that 

story and discuss how this affects the story.  
● I can identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and suffixes.  
● I can determine the theme or lesson learned in a story by recalling what the character learns 

and using the most important events in the story.  
● I can explain a character’s traits, motives, and feelings and discuss how each relates to the plot 

of the story.  
● I can explain how the author’s choice of words is used to determine the mood in a story and how 

this can affect me as a reader.  
● I can use nonfiction text features such as maps, charts, timelines, and appendices to explain how 

they develop a nonfiction text. 
● I can determine the structure of a nonfiction text: problem and solution, question and answer, or 

descriptive.  


